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Topics play an important part in Chinese communication. Now there are so 
many TCSOL textbooks designed by topic-based syllabus, but there’s still not a 
complete topic-based syllabus and the grading and sequencing of topics has been 
much debated. In addition, there are some inadequacies in the “International 
Curriculum for Chinese Language Educaion” which is newly published. The design 
of Country-specific textbooks also requires our understanding of the needs of 
learners in different countries. Therefore, it is not only pratical and significant to 
design a targeted syllabus, especially for Chinese teaching in Thailand which is 
continuesly heating up , but also it can provide some references for the compilation 
of localized Chinese textbooks and classroom teaching. 
Based on the research of syllabus, topics and some concepts related to topic , 
this study applies theories of foreign language course and syllabus design, textbook 
wirting theory, second language teaching and learning theory and several research 
methods, such as questionnaire survey and comparative analysis, to an investigation 
and analysis of topics choosing by Thai learners of Chinese, for the purpose of 
knowing their preferences and needs of topics and the influences caused by genders , 
ages, periods of learning, Chinese race and non-Chinese race, and making a final 
rating topic syllabus intergrated with task, function, culture and grammatical forms 
for Thai learners of Chinese . 
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